
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arroyo City Newsletter 
 

July 2016 

In the spotlight: 
Lawn Services in 
Arroyo City.  Need help 
in taming your weeds 
and lawns?  Help is as 
close as your phone. 
 
Meet Oscar Castillo and 
his son Josh. This 
father/son team lives 
and works in Arroyo 
City.  Besides lawn 
service by the week, 
biweekly, or monthly, 
this family team tackles 
the outdoor jobs with 
gusto.  Trees and 
hedges need trimming, 
not a problem.  Besides 
lawns and trees, Oscar 
and Josh will clean your 
flower beds, till the soil, 
plant your annuals, and 
fix minor water leaks.  
Just ask.  They deliver. 
Contact info:  Josh 
Castillo (956)367-4612 
osuelc@gmail.com 
 
Meet Ernesto Rangel.  
He is a hard-working 
fixture in Arroyo City, 
mowing lawns for 
nearly 20 years.  He 
shows up rain or shine, 
a rare commodity here 
in South Texas.  
Dependability is his 
middle name.  Besides 
that, he mows lawns 
with both riding mower 
and gas power 
mowers, power blows, 
and trims. Call for a 
free estimate on 
weekly, bi-weekly, and 
monthly.  Ernesto 
Rangel Lawn Mowing 
Service, (956)241-3643     

Mosquito Abatement 
The good news is that we live in the United States of America which has 
an aggressive and successful practice of combating mosquitos through 
spraying, education, and elimination of breeding areas. Malaria is not 
active in the US currently, but it is possible for an outbreak to occur if a 
traveler returns with the disease and is bitten by a mosquito.  The only 
occurrences of Zika have been from travelers from an infected area and 
sexual transmission, but an outbreak can occur if the Aeneds mosquito 
bites an infected person.  Outbreaks of Dengue fever have occurred in 
Texas, Florida, and Hawaii and can cause severe pain, bleeding, shock, 
and death.  Chikungunka afflicts the infected with debilitating joint pain.  
West Nile virus symptoms range from mild symptoms like headache or 
rash to severe disease like chronic kidney disease, seizures, and 
paralysis.  
The bad news is that three of the 185 mosquitos native to South Texas 
that are capable of carrying viruses harmful to humans: The Anopheles 
which bites from dawn to dusk and can carry malaria; the Culex pipien 
which bites from dusk to dawn can carry West Nile Virus and St. Louis 
encephalitis; and the Aedes Aegypti which bites during the day and which 
can carry Dengue fever, Chikungunka, and Zika Virus.  There are no 
vaccines for these viruses.   
Aerial spraying has limited effectiveness.  The most effective control is 
the elimination of breeding areas.  Anopheles and Culex lay rafts of eggs 
in stagnant, standing water.  Eggs, larvae, and pupae are in the water for 
about 10 days, then hatch into adult mosquitos.  Female and male 
mosquitos eat nectar.  Only the females need a blood meal to form eggs 
and to reproduce.  They actually bite twice, once to inject an 
anticoagulant, and the second time to draw in the blood.  (see page 2) 
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Mosquitos 
After 3 days, the female will lay up to 300 eggs.  She normally will lay eggs 
three times during her life.  Females live from 2 weeks to 6 months.  Males 
live about 10 days.  
The Aedes mosquito is a salt water mosquito.  The female lays her eggs at 
the edge of a pond or wetland that will dry out.  The eggs are dormant 
until the next rain or tide fills the pond or tire track, hole, depression, tarp, 
pool covers, tarps covering equipment, birdbaths, or cans, bottles, or 
buckets.  Less than 1 inch of water is needed for eggs to hatch; it then 
takes 1-4 days for the larvae to pupate and become adult mosquitos.  
They usually live within 100-300 yards from where they hatch.  The best 
way to eliminate them is to eliminate standing water.  If water cannot be 
eliminated, pellets containing a natural larvicide, Bacillus Thuringiensis 
israelisensis, abbreviated Bti, can be purchased from Home Depot, Lowes, 
Ace Hardware, or online that can be put into the water or broken into 
small pieces for birdbaths or wetland grasses.  It is not harmful to animals, 
people, fish, or pets. It lasts up to 30 days in the water before needing 
renewal. It kills mosquito and fly larvae.  Brand names include Mosquito 
Dunk, Mosquito Bits, Aquabac, Teknar, Bactimos.   
Home owners who take responsibility for their property by emptying water 
containers, tires, potted plant saucers, pet bowls every two days, and 
buckets will eliminate breeding areas. Make sure Septic tank lids are 
secure, and drains and gutters are free of debris. Mosquito fish can be 
released into ponds on private property.   
The county only sprays public roads, or places pills in water standing by 
roadside or inside county parks.  The county does not go on private 
property unless Code Enforcement is notified there is a nuisance such as 
abandoned property where swimming pools provide a breeding ground, 
and unmown grasses or brush piles provide hiding for mosquitos and 
rodents or snakes. Get the address of nuisance areas and call the County 
Environment Health Department and Code Enforcement at (956) 247-3599 
or (956)247-3690. 
 
 
 

Information:   
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife:  800-792-1112 
 
Coastguard     364-7400 
 
Fire Department      911 
 
Constable 454-4608 
  361-8228 
Sheriff  
8am-5pm 554-6700 
24 hr.            544-0806 
 
Chili Willies     748-2444 
 
Country Store 748-2442 
 
Adolph Thomae Jr. 
County Park  
  748-2044 
 
Mosquito Abatement 
  247-3599 
 
Republic Waste Services  
           423-7316 
 
Magic Valley Electric 
Co-op      866-225-5683 
 
East Rio Hondo Water 
Supply           748-3633 
 
Calendar of Events 

Arroyo City Volunteer 

Fire Department 

Auxiliary July 5, at the 

Fire Station, 6pm. 

 

Arroyo City Volunteer 

Fire Department 

Meeting, July12, at the 

Fire Station at 6:30pm. 

 

Did you miss the 

Arroyo City Volunteer 

Fire Department  on 

Channel 5 News?  

Here’s the link! 

www.krgv.com 

2 Senior Women Join 

the Arroyo City Fire 

Department 
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Rio Hondo Bridge Closure  
According to the bridge crew, expect bridge closure at the end of August 
for 13 months while the gears are being retooled.  Commuters will need to 
use Cemetery Road over the low bridge to get to the 508 to Harlingen. 
 
Arroyo City Fire Department Donations 
Chief Whelan reports that the donation drive is going well.  The 
Department hopes to receive enough money to buy new fire hoses, 
renovate the tanker, and purchase some new equipment and gear for the 
fire fighters.  It is never too late to donate.  Send your donations to the 
Arroyo City Fire Department, 34921 FM 2925, Rio Hondo, 78583.  To 
become a volunteer fire fighter, call Chief Whelan at (956)330-7574.  No 
incident reports this month.  Training on Tuesdays. 
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