
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Arroyo City Newsletter 
December 2016 

In the Spotlight: 

 
 
 “Gerry” Gerald Gene 
Fesenmeyer was an 18-
year old Iowa farm boy 
when he and his fellow 
marines from the First 
Division engaged in a 
desperate firefight with 
Japanese soldiers in 
Okinawa, Japan on June 
5, 1945.  Fesenmeyer 
was shot through the 
chest by a sniper, the 
bullet clipping his lung 
and exiting through his 
spine.  He became one of 
the first paraplegics to 
survive World War II 
trauma due to 
improvements in medical 
treatment.   
 
Transferring to the VA 
hospital in Norco, CA. 
Fesenmeyer became 
active in wheelchair 
basketball and a 
founding member of the 
Corona Rolling Devils, 
one of the first organized 
wheel chair basketball 
teams.  
 

Del Rey Boat Ramp Now Open for Business 
Entrepreneur Carlos Hernandez, Los Fresnos, has purchased the empty 
corner lot across the street from Chili Willie’s Bar and Grill and the arroyo 
site that was once the home of Gabby’s Restaurant and Marina, just west 
of Chili Willie’s on FM2925.  
 
During Phase One of construction, Hernandez hired Gene Diaz & Son, 
Arroyo City, to replace the seawall, install a three lane boat ramp, and 
replace the boating piers.  Currently, an air-conditioned restroom for public 
use is under construction by Harlingen Turf Tamers.   The site has room 
for 200 parking slips for trucks and trailers with overflow parking available 
across the street if needed to accommodate fishing tournaments.  The site 
is gated and will be open from 5 am-8pm Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays.   
 
Phase Two will see the construction of a refueling station and a 
convenience/bait store with security lighting.  Phase Three will see the 
installation of a debit machine and swing arm gate with the possibility of a 
storage area.   Hernandez is also considering moving to Arroyo City to 
supervise his expanding Arroyo City business ventures.   
 
Fee schedule:  Ramp fees are waived for active duty on leave, disabled 
veterans (50% or more), Purple Heart recipients, and active duty on leave 
or on duty law enforcement officers to facilitate law enforcement of our 
waterways.  Daily fees for Arroyo City residents and Veterans are $5.00 per 
day.  Daily fees for all other boaters are $10.00 per day.  Once the fueling 
station is in place, there will be a limited supply of annual memberships 
available first for residents, then fishing guides, then others.  
 
Arroyo City welcomes the opening of Del Rey Boat Ramp! 

President:                              

Secretary:  Eve Anderson-Johnson                    eva.anderson@hcisd.org 
Treasurer:  Diane Sheehy   aegean.villager@gmail.com 

Newsletter: Yvonne Peck                        yl_peck@yahoo.com 
Arroyo City Fire Department:  John Whelan arroyocityvfd@gmail.com 

 

Merry Christmas 
Arroyo City 

May the Good Lord 
Bless Us All  
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 Constable Roel Cavazos Last Day December 31 
Arroyo City is losing a longtime friend and asset in Constable Roel Cavazos.  
Cavazos said that regardless of the recent election results, the department 
will continue to work closely with all the residents of Arroyo City.  The 
department is currently working on Christmas projects and will continue to 
provide the best service possible to the precinct. “Law enforcement has 
always been my passion,” says Cavazos. “God willing, I can continue to be 
a public servant.  I am going to definitely miss patrolling Arroyo City.  And, 
God willing, I will be back.” 
 

Information:   
Adolph Thomae Jr. County 
Park  748-2044 
 
Chili Willies     748-2444 
 
Church on the Arroyo 
  748-2251 
 
Coastguard     364-7400 
 
Constable 454-4608 
  361-8228 
 
Country Store 748-2442 
 
East Rio Hondo Water 
Supply           748-3633 
 
Fire Department      911 
 
Magic Valley Electric 
Co-op      866-225-5683 
 
Mosquito Abatement 
  247-3685 
 
Republic Waste Services  
           423-7316 
 
Texas Parks and Wildlife:  
               800-792-1112 
Sheriff  
8am-5pm 554-6700 
24 hr.            544-0806 
 
Calendar of Events 

No meetings in December 

Church on the Arroyo 

Services 

Bible Study Wed     5:30pm 

Choir Practice Wed 6:10pm 

Sunday Fellowship Coffee

          9:00 am 

Sunday School        9:15 am 

Worship       10:30am 

Candle Light Service 

December 11         6:30 pm 

followed by appetizers in 

Fellowship Hall.   

Drop off donations of non-

perishable food items 

before worship service on 

Sundays in the church 

foyer. 
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Changes in the Weather Signal Time to Change Batteries 
Daylight Savings time signals a time to change clocks back one hour, and a time 
to change batteries in your smoke and carbon monoxide.  In the United States, 
three out of five home fire deaths are caused by fires in homes with no smoke 
alarms or with non-functioning smoke alarms.  As irritating as alarms can be, take 
the time to change the batteries, don’t just disable them or take the batteries out.  
If you make it a habit to change the batteries, they will not run down and beep at 
inconvenient times.  Take the time to change the batteries in your smart 
thermostats, flashlights, radios, home security systems.  Planning and preparation 
will help you to survive catastrophe.  These simple tasks protect you and the ones 
you love.   

Fesenmeyer (continued) 
After losing their first game to the Birmingham Charioteers, the Devils came back 
to win 26 straight victories, several against able-bodied teams that played while in 
wheel chairs at exhibitions.    
The success of the Devils and the Charioteers sparked a minor mania in wheel-
chair basketball, resulting in sold out Madison Square Garden exhibitions, movies 
about injured veterans and the formation of the National Wheel Chair Basketball 
Association as non-veterans began to take to the courts.  The Paralympics began 
in 1960, followed by the Special Olympics for those with intellectual disabilities, 
and the Warrior Games for injured US military personnel. 
The Rolling Devils broke up in 1957 when members left the hospital.  Gerry 
married and divorced three times while making a living in electronics in Southern 
California.  After undergoing dozens of operations, at 91, he lives in Arroyo City 
near Hummingbird Cove.  Thanks to Gerry and brave veterans just like him, the 
United States has the most inclusive culture in the world.  See live interview at 
KRGV.com which aired November 24. 

Bits and Pieces 

 TCEQ no longer issues burning permits.  On-site burning of trees, brush, 

grass, leaves, branch trimmings, or other plant growth, when the material is 

generated only from that property is allowed.  Notify your local fire 

department when planning a burn.  Never leave a fire unattended. 

 Fire Chief John Whelan reports two incidents:  one meter fire and one 

health related incident.   

 ACVFD Auxiliary Garage Sale was very successful.  Committee 

Chairperson, Bobbie Scaife thanks the community for supporting the 

fundraising event and the Fire Department.   
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