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Arroyo City Newsletter 
October 2017 

From Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Slippery as an eel holds true for the information we have about the American Eel.  
We know that they begin life in the Sargasso Sea, near Bermuda.  Drifting on 
ocean currents, some make it to the Gulf Coast and move into Texas Rivers.  
They may stay here for 20 years before returning to the Sargasso Sea to spawn 
and die. 
 
Biologists are currently collecting data to better understand this mysterious 
species, and they’re asking anglers to help in the effort. If you see or catch and 
American Eel; photograph it, record the location and contact River Studies 
Program at (512)745-6844. 

Adopt a Highway Signs 
The Arroyo City Auxiliary has recently adopted a 2-mile stretch of FM2925.  The 
Texas Department of Transportation recommends that auxiliary members choose 
clean-up dates after the department mowers move through the area to avoid 
snake encounters.  So, slow down if you see the signs posted that the Auxiliary 
members are out cleaning up the right of way.  Please don’t litter!  Make our job 
easier!  Thanks to the owners who are mowing both sides of FM2925.  We 
appreciate your efforts in keeping our community beautiful and clean! 

Looking for the 
American Eel in 

the Arroyo 
Colorado 

 

Commission on Environmental 
Quality began a joint project to 
promote the recycling of used oil. 
VPEC uses local media to spread the 
messages "Don't Dump the Gunk!" 
or "You Dump It! You Drink It!" 
Used oil that is carelessly dumped 
into the ground contaminates our 
water table and ends up in our water 
supply.  

 

Bits and Pieces 
• Road to Recycling:  Part 3. Saturday, October 7, 9-3pm. Take up to 4 

tires to Cameron County Maintenance Yard, located at 26945 San Jose 
Ranch Road.  Each county resident need only show ID with a county 
address.   

• Arroyo City Rummage Sale Dates Changed:  Thursday, November 2, 
Friday, November 3, 8am-3pm, Saturday, November 4, 8am- noon.  All 
Items Half Price on Saturday! 

• Arroyo City Volunteer Fire Department Open House changed to November 
18, Saturday, 5:30-7:00. 

• FM 106 from FM1947 to Laguna Atascosa is to now open. Buena 
Vista Road, from Laguna Atascosa to Cameron County Airport will be 
closed for reconstruction for the next six months until March 2018.  

• Del Rey Boat Ramp hosting fishing tournament October 7. New, 
reduced ramp fees apply:  Veterans, Law Enforcement, Arroyo City 
permanent residents and Tournament applicants will pay $5.00.  Patrons 
will pay a new reduced fee of only $7.00.  For more information, please 
call (956)638-1424. 

• Reminder: Saturday, September 30, starting at 7pm.  Arroyo 
Colorado Club BBQ, 36675 Marshall Hutts Road.  Call Jesse (956)362-6376 

 

In the Spotlight: 
Meet the Granda Family in 
Partnership with US citizen 
investors who have started 
their business, Trans 
American Aquaculture, LLC, 
here in Arroyo City.  The 
Granda family arrived in the 
United States from Ecuador 
where they have run shrimp 
farms for the last 40 years.  
Luis Granda graduated from 
Texas A&M in 2001 with a 
degree in marine biology.  
Returning to San Antonio to 
attend an Aquaculture 
Conference, Luis learned 
that many shrimp farms in 
South Texas had closed.  
From a business standpoint, 
Luis wanted to take 
advantage of this 
opportunity to expand.  He 
and his father, Luis 
Fernando Granda, came to 
Arroyo City earlier this year, 
and in partnership with 
businessmen from Corpus 
Christi, bought the 1880 
acres that comprised King’s 
Aqua Farm. Luis, Jr. having 
recently received his 
master’s degree in business 
administration and will work 
in the business end.  Trans 
American Aquaculture, LLC 
has approximately 80 
ponds, 23 of which are in 
production.  White shrimp 
larvae, Penaeus Vannamei, 
were sown in April and will 
be harvested in October.   
 

 (continued on page 2) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shrimp Farm continued 

During the winter, the family will be checking out farming red drum.  
Fingerlings have been established in the reservoir to the shrimp ponds to 
devour the small fish and larvae that come in with the water pumped from the 
Arroyo Colorado.  With new pumps, new technology, 40 years of shrimping 
knowledge, and a philosophy that recognizes the benefits of creating a healthy 
environment for raising shrimp that doesn’t overload the eco-system, water is 
being circulated into a 200 acre settling pond, cleaned and recirculated back 
into the shrimp ponds.  Currently, a civil engineering firm and mechanical 
contractors have been hired to rehabilitate the ponds and infrastructure that 
has deteriorated over the years the farm was not in use.  In addition to  
bringing the entire farm into operation, they have made improvements, raising 
and thickening the levees to ensure there is no seepage into neighboring 
properties and installing drainage to carry away any water trapped between 
the levee and neighboring homes and properties in case of heavy rains.   
They also hope to be ready to hire additional employees from the community 
when the work has been completed in 2018.   
 
 
 

Hurricane Harvey Pics 
 
Smiley Yanez and crew 
helping out during the 
flooding in Houston. 
 

 
 
Supplies for Victoria 

 
 
Buckees underwater 

 
 
ACVFD Auxiliary Meeting 
Oct. 3, 5:30pm @station 
 
ACVFD Meeting 
Oct. 10, 6:30@ station 
 
Church on the Arroyo 
Service 10:30 on Sunday 
Bible Study, Sat. 9am and 
Wed. 5pm 
 
 
 

Secretary:  Eve Anderson-Johnson                    eva.anderson@hcisd.org 

Treasurer:  Diane Sheehy   aegean.villager@gmail.com 
Newsletter: Yvonne Peck                        yl_peck@yahoo.com 

Arroyo City Fire Department:  John Whelan arroyocityvfd@gmail.com 

 

Hurricane Harvey 
Arroyo City dodged a bullet!  Although we need rain, we don’t need a 
hurricane.  Hurricane Harvey sent our neighbors to the north over 50 inches of 
rain, and they are suffering from flooding.  One of many Texas communities, 
Arroyo City stepped up and sent a trailer load of clothing, food, and water.  
Due to flooded road conditions, supplies originally scheduled for Rockport 
were delivered to the Sportsman's Church in Victoria, TX.  The Sportsman's 
Church and Son Valley Ranch are housing volunteer teams from across the 
state and is the regional distribution center for relief efforts of those in need 
from Hurricane Harvey.  The donations were gratefully accepted.  Thanks to 
Bobbi Scaife for coordinating clothing donations, Ben Paschal for collecting 
donations from Arroyo City, and thanks to Chad Bussey for making the 
delivery to Victoria, TX. 
 
Arroyo City residents also sent water, personal hygiene products, bedding, and 
shoes to the Los Fresnos Volunteer Fire Department who accepted donations 
through Sunday, September 3, through the efforts of Nicole Solomon of Los 
Fresnos.   
 
To be kept abreast of the local news, subscribe to the Arroyo City Newsletter 
by emailing your contact information to the Public Information Officer, Yvonne 
Peck at yl_peck@yahoo.com.  You can also receive updates by text.  Visit and 
contribute to the news blog at arroyocitynews.wordpress.com. 
 
 

Vermillion Restaurant & Watering Hole Expands to Harlingen 

Dorothy Davis, mother of local resident Ron Peck, waited tables at the Vermillion 

Restaurant in Brownsville during the 1930’s. Ron and Yvonne Peck stopped by to 

see if the new restaurant is as good as the original.  The hamburger, steak fries, and 

onion rings were delicious.  The tacos Mexicanos, served with charro beans, were 

great.  Two thumbs up.  Residents of Arroyo City are encouraged to try the new 

location at 1601 D West Harrison Avenue, Harlingen. George Perez, proprietor, 

(956)-230-3878.  Texas roots run deep! 
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