
 

 

 

 

 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arroyo City Newsletter 
February 2019 

Port of Harlingen Tax 
On January 15, Arroyo City 
property owners received 
an additional property tax 
bill dated January 7 that 
stated that if not paid by 
February 1, the account 
would become delinquent, 
with only 15 days notice.   
 
Even though the Port of 
Harlingen tax was not 
posted on Cameron County 
websites as active for 
2018, at the regular 
meeting on Nov 27, the 
Cameron County 
Commissioner’s Court 
approved consent 
calendar, Item V:  
”Consideration and 
approval of resolution as 
rquested by the Port of 
Harlingen Port Authority 
board of commissioners; 
(and supported by 
resolutions of the City of 
Harlingen, City of Rio 
Hondo, the Economic 
Development Corporation 
of Harlingen and the 
Harlingen Area Chamber of 
Commerce) setting a tax 
rate of $0.03 per one 
hundred dollars valuation 
for the manintenance 
operation and upkeep of 
the port authority and for 
the entry of a 
commissioners court order 
to such effect (jag-legal).” 
 
What happened to 
“sunshining” and allowing 
the public to have their 
say?  When was discussion 
supposed to take place 
After all, the agenda is 
only posted the Friday 
before or 3 business days 
before the meeting. Usual 
procedure notification 
bulletins in the media.  
(continued) 
 

On Tuesday, January 8, the Rio Hondo City Council presented the resolution transferring title to 

one of their brush trucks to Chief John Whelan, Arroyo City Volunteer Fire Department. 

From left to right:  Juan Garza, Mayor Gus Olivares, Alonzo Garza Sr., Chief John Whelan, Asst. 

Chief Charles Whelan, Gerald Hartzog, Joseph Lopez 

 

  
Arroyo City Structure Fire                       by Mark Hammond 

In the early hours of the morning today, the ACVFD was dispatched by 
911 to a fire in Arroyo City. The fire started at around 4 am at Jerry 
Cochrane’s compound southeast of his bait shop. Sparking at the 
electrical panel on his pole barn ignited the structure. Jerry’s wife noticed 
the flames around 4:50 am, woke Jerry who called 911. The fire 
department responded and was on the scene by 5 am with a pumper 
truck. By this time, the barn was already beyond saving and the 
firefighters doused the flames and cleared the brush and grass in the 
surrounding area to prevent the fire spreading. The tanker truck was 
dispatched to refill the pumper. For additional water, mutual aid was 
requested from Rio Hondo who dispatched a pumper and brush truck that 
arrived at 5:30 to assist in containment. Thank you Chief Bill Bilokury and 
your firefighters for your help. An ACVFD brush truck was brought in to 
provide a backup in case the surrounding trees caught fire. Fortunately, 
there was no wind, and the fire was contained. By 7:30am the danger 
was past. No injuries were sustained, and the loss was restricted to the 
pole barn and the few contents – fortunately the barn was almost empty 
with no occupants at the time. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter:                    Yvonne Peck                  yl_peck@yahoo.com 
Arroyo City Fire Department:         Chief John Whelan         
arroyocityvfd@gmail.com 

Make donations payable to the Arroyo City Volunteer Fire Department, 34921 FM 2925 
Rio Hondo, TX 78586 

Arroyo Colorado Watershed Protection Plan 
In the next three years, Cameron County has partnered with the Arroyo 
Colorado Partnership to map all existing septic tanks in order to provide an 
inventory and database to help ensure that harmful bacteria are not 
seeping in the ground water or into the Arroyo Colorado.  Information is 
being supplied by the Cameron County 911 and the county permit office.   
 
The Arroyo Colorado Partnership will be presenting information later this 
year at a town hall meeting for Arroyo City residents.  Residents who have 
defective septic systems may be available for assistance.  Information 
about how to care for a septic tank or have it tested will be provided free 
of charge.   
 
The Arroyo Colorado has high nutrient levels due to runoff from both urban 
and agricultural land as well as 24 permitted, wastewater treatment 
facilities that discharge approximately 60 million gallons per day into the 
Arroyo.   However, the load numbers have been decreasing due to 
partnerships between the Texas Water Resource Institute (TWRI) and the 
City of San Benito to pump effluent water into wetland areas and 
abandoned ponds that were part of the old lagoon to reduce all sediments, 
nutrients, and bacteria that were once pumped into the Arroyo.   
The WPP is working with cities and towns to address management 
measures within the tidal areas of the Arroyo Colorado Watershed. 
 

Information:   
Adolph Thomae Jr. County 
Park   (956)748-2044 
Chili Willies     748-2444 
Church on the Arroyo 
  357-0001 
Coastguard     364-7400 
Constable 454-4608 
  361-8228 
Country Store 748-2442 
East Rio Hondo Water 
Supply           748-3633 
Fire Department      911 
Laguna Atascosa National 
Wildlife Center 748-3607 
Magic Valley Electric 
Co-op      866-225-5683 
Mosquito Abatement 
  247-3599 
  247-3690 
Republic Waste Services  
           423-7316 
Texas Parks and Wildlife:  
               800-792-1112 
Sheriff  
8am-5pm 554-6700 
24 hr.             544-0806 
 

Meetings: 
Auxiliary at 5:30pm, 
Feb 5@Fire Station 
ACVFD at 6:30pm  
Feb 11@Fire Station 
Fire Academy 1 
Feb 16/17 and 23/24 
Fire Academy 2 
March 2/3 and 9/10 
 
Church on the Arroyo  
Sundays 
9:00 Fellowship and Coffee 
9:15 Bible Study  
10:30 Sunday Worship 
 
Wednesday 
5:00 Bible Study 
6:10 Choir Practice 
 
Saturday Feb 2.   
8:00 Men’s Breakfast 
 
Saturday Feb 9 
11:30 Ladies Luncheon 
 

Bits and Pieces 
 Bulk and yard waste pick up February 11-15.  Be sure that your green 

trash can be seen from the road so that Republic Waste drivers know that 
you have an account and will pick up your green waste.  Only those with 
an account will have their bulk or yard waste removed. 

 The ACVFD Report: 3 medical; 1 structure fire. 
 Curb Address Service:  For an affordable $10, get your address painted 

on your curb to help law enforcement and emergency services find you in 
your time of need.  Call (956)245-6028, Yvonne Peck to sign up. 

 House Raising Garage sale Feb 2, 8-1pm. Feb 9 in case of rain.  If you 
have unneeded items, you can donate them to the House Raising Garage 
Sale where they will be sold to buy items for an Arroyo City resident in 
need.  Call Yvonne at (956)245-6028 for more information or pick up.   

 Spring cleaning.  Be careful of bee swarms because hives split as the 
weather warms up.  Be careful when mowing and pressure washing.  Bee 
hive removal and extermination numbers listed in the Arroyo City Directory 
at arroyocitynews.wordpress.com 
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Arroyo City Fire Department:         Chief John Whelan         arroyocityvfd@gmail.com 

Make donations payable to the Arroyo City Volunteer Fire Department, 34921 FM 2925 
Rio Hondo, TX 78586 

Port of Harlingen (continued from page 1) 

When asked why there were no meetings to discuss the property tax issue until 
after the October Property Tax Statements were sent out, the Cameron County 
legal department has not responded before press time.  Follow up next month. 
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