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PASS 
1. Pull the pin on the fire 

extinguisher. 
2. Aim at the base of the 

fire (the item that is 
burning, not the 
flames) while standing 
back several feet from 
the fire 

3. Squeeze the trigger to 
discharge the fire 
extinguisher. 

4. Sweep side-to-side as 
you discharge the fire 
extinguisher. 

 
Arroyo City Advisory 
Committee Requests 
Community Input 
Do you have a concern 
regarding Arroyo City?  Email 
your concerns to 
yl_peck@yahoo.com. Last 
year, sixteen of eighteen 
concerns were answered or 
resolved.  
  
Meetings: 
ACVFD meeting:  2nd 
Tuesday: 01/08/2019, at 
6:30pm 
ACVFD Auxiliary 2st Tuesday:  
01/08/2019, at 5:30pm 
 
Church on the Arroyo  
Sundays 
9:00 Fellowship and Coffee 
9:15 Bible Study  
10:30 Sunday Worship 
Wednesday 
5:00 Bible Study 
6:10 Choir Practice 
Bits and Pieces 

Bulk and yard waste pick 
up January14-18.  Be sure 
that your green trash can be 
seen from the road  
Curb Address Service:  
For an affordable $10, get 
your address painted on your 
curb Call (956)245-6028, 
Yvonne Peck to sign up. 
 

 

“New Year- a new chapter, new verse, or just the same old 
story? 
Ultimately, we write it.  The Choice is Ours.” 

   Alex Morritt 
 
 
 

Be Safe in the New Year 
Fire extinguishers are useful for putting out small fires. They aren't 
perfect, so the decision to use a fire extinguisher must be made and 
acted on quickly. To be used properly, fire extinguishers must be 
readily available and users must be familiar with their operation. 
 
Choosing a Fire Extinguisher 
Choosing a fire extinguisher is based on the types of fires the 
extinguisher will be expected to put out. Fire extinguishers are rated 
for certain types of fires. The rating for a fire extinguisher helps 
determine where in the home, office, or car it will be best utilized. Fire 
extinguishers ratings are: 

• Class A - Ordinary combustible solids like paper, wood, and 
plastic 

• Class B - Flammable or combustible liquid fires such as gasoline 
or kerosene 

• Class C - Energized electrical components 
Specialized fire extinguishers are used in certain types of fires, class D 
extinguishers for combustible metals and class K extinguishers 
designed for use in commercial kitchens. 

Extinguishing Agents 
There are several substances that can be used in fire extinguishers, but 
the most common are water, dry chemical, carbon dioxide, or halon. 
Water is not safe to use on electrical components, except in special 
class K devices. Dry chemical extinguishers leave a residue that is 
detrimental to delicate electrical components like computers. Carbon 
dioxide and halon extinguishers leave no residues behind. Most of the 
time, dry chemical is the best type of extinguisher for home use. 

Proper Techniques 

Once you have decided to fight the fire, follow these steps. 

Remember PASS: 

1. Pull the pin on the extinguisher 

2. Aim at the BASE of the fire (the item that's 
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New Year Resolutions 
Making resolutions at New Years has been around for 4,000 years, starting in ancient Babylonia, but 
it hasn’t always looked the way it does today.  The Babylonians began holding celebrations to honor 
the New Year in March, when crops were planted.  During a massive 12-day celebration known as 
Akitu, the Babylonians reaffirmed their loyalty to the reigning king or crowned a new king, and made 
promises to the gods to pay their debts and to return any objects they had borrowed.  Those 
promises were the forerunners to our New Year’s Resolutions.  If the Babylonians kept their word, 
they hoped that their gods would bestow favor on them.  If not, they would fall out of their gods 
favor.   
 
A similar practice occurred in ancient Rome when Julius Caesar established January 1, as the 
beginning of the New Year circa 46B.C.  Named for Janus, the two-faced god whose spirit inhabited 
doorways and arches and looked both forward and backward, the Romans made sacrifices to the 
deity and promises of good conduct in the New Year. 
 
For Christians, the first day of the New Year became the traditional day to think about one’s past 
mistakes and resolve to do and be better in the future.  In 1740, John Wesley, found of Methodism, 
created the Covenant Renewal Service, held on New Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day.  Despite religious 
roots, New Year’s resolutions today are mostly secular in practice, with most people only making 
resolutions to themselves with a focus on self-improvement.  While as many as 45% of Americans 
make New Year’s Resolutions, only 8% are successful in achieving their goals. 
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Property Taxes 
Property appraisals are finalized as of January 1st of the year.  Appraisals are mailed out as of April 1st 
if there is a change in your property appraisal.  If you don’t get an evaluation by April 1st, you should 
call the Cameron Appraisal District to see if your appraisal has changed.  You have from April 1st to 
May 30, to file your protest.  Appraisals can be misleading.  Even though you do not make any 
changes to your property, the value can increase depending on how your property has been 
appraised and the sales that have occurred in your area for properties similar to yours.  Every 
homeowner must be vigilant because not every home is visited for a reappraisal.  Sometimes entire 
subdivisions will receive an increase based on a broad brush appraisal of an entire area.  Be sure to 
look at the difference between you land value and your improvement valuation.  Improvements are 
defined as any structure on your land, not necessarily that anything has been “improved.”   
 
Arroyo City has been hard hit for increases in property appraisals over the last 10 years with several 
properties having more than doubled in evaluation.  Much is because over half of the homes built 
along the Arroyo are not owner occupied all year round.  Many owners live here during the winter 
months and leave in March, just before tax appraisal protest time.  When homeowners do not protest 
the increase in appraisals, the values keep increasing every year or two.  Reappraisals usually occur 
every third year.  However, taking out a permit or changing the owner’s name can also trigger a 
reappraisal.  
 
Visit www.cameroncad.org to down load ideas on how to create a successful protest, to down load a 
protest application, or download your complete appraisal for 2019.  Look for the opportunity to 
review you paperwork or ask questions about your appraisal in April, at the Fire Station Conference 
Room with Yvonne Peck.   
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